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Executive Summary
Jordan’s General Election of 2016

Political and Statistical Study

1. Introduction

General elections occupy top place in the concept of democracy as a se-
ries of procedures and institutions to empower individuals to take part in the
decision-making process by means of free and fair polling. The Constitution
of Jordan concentrates on Parliament as the output of this. Article One stip-
ulates that “The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is an independent sovereign
Arab State. It is indivisible and no part of it may be ceded. The Jordanian
people are a part of the Arab Nation, and its ruling regime is parliamentary
with a hereditary monarchy.”

In this respect, the last parliamentary general election was a turning point. It
took place, for the first time since 1993, under the “Open Relative List Sys-
tem” which was approved by the last Parliament. From 1993 till 2013 the
general elections that were held in the Kingdom were under the “One-Vote
System” but in different forms. As well, participating in the election was the
Islamic Action Front (IAF), the main opposition party in the country, which
boycotted the polls for the last nine years.

With no boycotts from any political party, the parliamentary race took place
on September 20, 2016, in which 1,492,044 of the registered electorates,
36% turnout, took part in the polls. The IAF took part under the National Alli-
ance for Reform (NAR), which won 15 seats. The general turnout was lower
than in the previous election that was held in 2013. This time five women
candidates won through direct competition and not on the quota allocated to
them.

This present report is based on official figures issued by the Independent
Election Commission (IEC). However, classifications are based on state-
ments made by prospective candidates since few announced their political
background or partisanship, other than those standing under the IAF and
NAR flagships.
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What may have been the biggest obstacle to the authors of this report also
— besides the little information about partisan background — candidates and
member lists standing for parliament were not interested in clarifying their
agendas or spelling out their programs. That would support the study’s con-
clusions that political parties still do not have the ability to attract voters, and
thus believe showing their true political colors would hinder them.

Another scholarly and information challenge emanated from the slow up-
date of the IEC website concerning election news and neglecting statements
made by its secretary-general and its commission spokesman. There was
even contradiction in the news published by local newspapers and on their
websites of what was being said in regularly held IEC press conferences
about the results. All this meant the authors were somewhat hesitant about
the preciseness of such news.

Moreover, the IEC were only satisfied with posting the constituencies’ results
on their website and didn’t give information of what was happening in polling
stations around the Kingdom. And thus meant the report authors had difficul-
ty in presenting a generalized picture about the state of the election.

However, while the report sheds light on the different aspects of the elec-
tion’s race, others still need to be covered, especially on the newly-adopted
electoral system and its need to be modified further for better representation.
As well, a detailed study needs to be made to counteract the low electoral
turnout in Amman, Zarga and Irbid as experienced in the general election
and to pass it to the relevant national bodies.

2. Geographical Distribution of Electorates, Constituencies
and Seats

Jordan’s capital, Amman, has five electoral constituencies of 1,557,385 of the
national electorates at 37.7%. These comprise 29 seats including those allo-
cated for Circassians, Chechens and Christians. The five constituencies thus
represent 22.3% of the total number of 130-seat Lower House in Jordan’s
bicameral parliament that has a royally-appointed Upper House as well.

Zarqa in the north-east of the Kingdom has two constituencies. In the Sep-
tember elections 581,007 voters were registered at 14.1% of the total. Zerqa
enjoys 13 seats, 10% of the total parliamentary seats.
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Irbid in north of the country, had 748,752 registered voters in the last elec-
tions, 18.1% of the total and have 20 parliamentary seats at 15.4% of the
Lower House.

The new electoral law gives women a quota of 15 seats, one for each of the
12 governorates of the Kingdom and one each of the three Badia (desert)
constituencies to make up the total. For Christians, 9 seats are assigned to
them in Amman, Zarqa, Irbid, Madaba, Kerak, Balga and Ajlun. Circassians
and Chechens are allocated three seats in Amman and Zarqa.

3. Candidates’ Map

After the appeal period, the number of male and female candidates standing
in the Kingdom’s 23 constituencies was 1,252 in 227 electoral lists. In spite of
the drop in the number of candidates in contrast with the 2013 parliamentary
election that was 1,335 at 6.62%, the competition ratio of candidates to seats
was higher; In 2013 it was 8.9 but in 2016 it was 9.6. This was due to the fact
seats in the 18" Lower House dropped from 150 to 130.

3.1. Territorial Distribution

The lists created much interaction in the process of prospective candidates
standing in the 23 constituencies. In Amman 356 candidates at 12.27% stood
for election; In Irbid 209 candidates stood at 10.45%; In Zarqa it was 137 at
10.53%; In Balga it was 110 candidates at 10%; In Kerak it was 89 at 8.10%;
In Madaba it was 48 at 9.6%; In Mafraq it was 32 at 6.4%; In Jerash the
number of candidates were 39 at 7.8%; In Ajlun it was 28 at 5.6%; In Ma’an

it was 27 at 5.6%; In Tafeela it was 40 candidates at 8%; In Agaba it was 31
candidates at 7.75%; and in the three Badia constituencies there were 106
candidates at 8.83%.

Lists also show the different ratios of candidates to electorates between
the Jordanian components and territories. These are as follows: Amman: 1
to 4,374; Zarqga: 1 to 4,575; Irbid: 1 to 3,582; Balga: 1 to 2,718; Kerak: 1 to
1,879; Ma’an: 1 to 1,971; Mafraq: 1 to 2,970; Tafeela: 1 to 1,365; Madaba:
110 2,216; Jerash: 1 to 2,760; Ajlun: 1 to 3,611; Agaba: 1 to 1,800; and the
three Badia constituencies: 1 to 1925.

Despite the disparate numbers of candidates, none of the constituencies
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witnessed any boycott on any ethnic or other grounds: East Jordanian tribes,
Jordanians descending from Palestinian origins, Jordanians from Circassian
and Chechen origins and Christian Jordanians, nor on the basis of sex.

3.2. Lists’ of Partisan Participation

Numbers indicate there was a weak participation on the basis of partisanship
or political parties in the last polls. This may not have been so obvious when
compared with the 2010 and 2013 elections, when the IAF and other political
parties boycotted the electoral process.

In the run up to the last 2016 election, although many parties expressed
their intention to field candidates, only 45 out of 122 lists of 130 candidates
announced their partisan backgrounds. In objective terms, this was basically
attributed to the difficulty in determining what a ‘partisan list’ is. There were
exceptions to this however. They included the 20 NAR lists led by the IAF,
the Irbid ‘Zamzam list’ — belonging to the Islamic National Congress (INC)
which split from the Muslim Brotherhood 18 months ago; and the Islamic
Centre Party (ICP) — which also split from the Muslim Brotherhood, 12 years
ago and which fielded 16 candidates without presenting clear lists. There
was a nominee from the People’s Democratic Party and three nominees from
the People’s Unity Party in two lists; There was a list for the United Jordanian
Front (centre) for Amman’s 3™ constituency; and there was a 5-list coalition
of centre parties called Renewal. Other than this no other parties were able
to form a single list, forcing them to withdraw from the entire process. Final-
ly, the Shura Party left the race in protest at some of the procedures. Such
parties such as the last one did not proclaim to support any other candidates,
adding to the complexity of the report’s mission in ascertaining the parties’
lists and its status.

3.2.1. Political Parties of Islamist Roots

Following are the three political parties with Islamic roots that took part in the
2016 September election:
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3.2.1.1. Islamic Action Front

Under the 20 NAR lists, as officially announced, there were 118 candidates,
70 of which were IAF members. In spite of the government’s pressure due to
the dispute with the Muslim Brotherhood represented by the Islamic Action
Front, the IAF is was able to forge alliances on tribal, territorial, ethnic and
even religious grounds. It managed to announce “NAR lists” in 15 constituen-
cies, including fielding several candidates for the women, Christian, Circas-
sian and Chechen seats.

3.2.1.2. Islamic Centre Party

The ICP announced 14 lists in Amman, Zarqa, Irbid, Balga, Mafraq, Kerak,
Tafeela and Agaba, with 23 members out of 84 candidates. However, only

16 names ran under the ICP ticket, nor were these lists specified. Its secre-
tary-general said there was a coalition with the Islamic National Congress in
a number of constituencies, but none of these lists, candidates or constituen-
cies, where made clear.

3.2.1.3. Islamic National Conference

The INC fielded 20 candidates, they were a mixed of those who split from the
IAF and the newly-licensed party. It had lists in Irbid’s 15t constituency (Zam-

zam), in Irbid’s 3" constituency (Building and Renewal), Amman’s 4™ constit-
uency (Renewal), Kerak (Pen), and Agaba (Beacon).

3.2.2 Leftist and Arab-Nationalist Parties

Leftist and pan-Arab parties fielded 12 candidates, including two women, in
7 lists in 6 constituencies. They could not form a united list because of their
different ideologies. In fact, they have a powerful intellectual and journalistic
presence in the last election, but these parties often have limited popular
support.

They included the People’s Unity Party; People’s Democratic Party; Jordani-
an Communist Party; Arab Socialist Baath Party (Iraq affiliate); Arab Progres-
sive Baath Party (Syria affiliate); and the Arab Nationalist Movement.
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3.2.3. Centre Parties

A number of centre parties close to the government, fielded candi-
dates without explicit lists. The exception to this is the list of the United
Jordanian Front in Amman’s 3" constituency, in addition to five lists
under the Renewal slogan combining several centre parties running
under the National Alliance for Election (NAE) which was launched on
July 26 2016. It included the National Constitutional Party, Al Risala
(Message) Party, Islamic Shura Party, Social Justice Party, Secure
Country Party, Equality Party, Gallantry Party, Conservatives Party
and the Ansar Party. However, the NAE did not last long.

3.3. Female Candidates

Due to the privileges provided by the current electoral system of having a
quota for women and giving them the ability to compete freely at the same
time, the 2016 election withessed the highest ever participation. There were
250 women candidates, 20% running in the election.

However, women’s partisanship participation was low except in the 17 NAR
lists and of the 3 candidates running in the lists of other parties. But even
here these announced participations made up only 8% of all female contend-
ers.

As well, there were five women running on Christian seats in Amman’s 3"
constituency, in Balqa, Kerak, Zarga’s 3" Constituency and Madaba. There
were also two women candidates for the Circassian-Chechen seat in Am-
man’s 3" constituency and Zarga’s 1% constituency.

3.4. Badia Candidates

The law allocated 12 seats for the three north, centre and south Badia con-
stituencies, each having a women quota seat. A fierce competition was wit-
nessed in the last election, as there were 106 candidates running, making up
8.64% of those in the Kingdom. Furthermore, their high 8.83 candidates ratio
to a seat is higher than the competition for the Christians seats were seven
candidates stood for every seat fought. There was high competition in the
small governorates outside the three big ones of 7.05 candidates for every
seat or the 7.66 for the Circassians and Chechens seats.
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3.5 Christian Candidates

According to the law, nine — that is 7% — of the Lower House seats are allo-
cated for Christians. These are as follows: 1 in Amman’s 3" constituency, 1 in
Zarga’s 1%t constituency, 1 in Ajlun, 1 in Madaba, 1 in Irbid, 2 in Balga and 2
in Kerak.

For these seats, 63 candidates ran, making a ratio of 7 to every seat, close to
that of the small governorates of 7.05. Among the Christian candidates were
five women at 7.9%, which was far less than the 20% women participation on
the national level. This information needs to be researched further.

Partisan Christian candidates were 11 at 17%, exceeding the total percent-
age of partisan candidates that were 10.4%, an interesting phenomenon.

3.6. Circassian and Chechens Candidates

The law gives Circassians and Chechens 3 seats in the Lower House of Par-
liament, that is 2.3% distributed among Amman’s 3 and 5" constituencies
and Zarqa’s 1. Twenty-three candidates ran for these seats, including two
women at by 7.66 of the votes for each seat. There were 10 lists in the first, 7
in the second and 7 in the third.

Among them, were three Circassians and Chechen nominees running on the
NAR ticket, one the UJF, one woman of the Civil Movement in Amman’s 3¢
constituency and four in lists led by businessmen.

3.7. Independent Candidates

As those who are not members of parties are considered “independents”,
they constituted the majority, 75% of the total candidates. Independents were
found in all electoral lists, including, and surprisingly, party political ones.
They mostly come from tribal backgrounds, social dignitaries and business-
men.

Judging from previous parliaments, MPs tend to be more pro-government
than to the opposition. The parliamentary experience, in general, show the
weakness of political parties, they are not able to compete against indepen-
dent candidates because of the latter offer “service programs”, mostly to be
implemented by the government. Parties are not in a position to do these

(")



and/or have not paid sufficient attention to such kinds of programs.

4. Analysis of Election Results

The election was organized on September 20, 2016 by the IEC. It went
through all the constitutional stages of publishing the electorates’ tables,
receiving candidates’ applications, approving them after the appeal period,
balloting, counting and announcing and approving the final results.

The process was further monitored by a number of national and foreign
organizations through 14,000 observers. Among the 767 foreigners, were
participants from the European Union, a joint mission of the US International
Republican and National Democratic Institutes and the Arab League.

The national and international preliminary reports did not find any notable
breach of the electoral process’ regulations and legitimacy, but there were
some defects.

The EU mission which sent 108 observers criticized the division of constitu-
encies for not securing fair votes, although it is better than that of the 2013
general election. It also referred to the electoral campaigns that took place
outside polling stations on election day and which violated the law.

In addition, some observers and candidates complained about “political mon-
ey” or “vote buying” by some candidates. Even though this was common the
authorities did little to control it.

4 1. Turnout

The turnout was 36.1% in the 2016 election much less than the 2013 polls
of 56.69%. But this time 1,492,400 voters registered, 204,357 more than the
2013 election, which was 1,288,043.

The low turnout was attributed to the way the vote calculations were made.
In the 2016 election the calculations became based on the ratio of the elec-
torates to those eligible to vote according to the records of the Civil Status
Department. This was different from the 2013 general election where it was
the ratio of the electorates to those who had registered in the CSD’s ballot
records. Thus in 2016 those eligible to vote were 4,130,145, 15.86% higher
than the 2,272,182 in 2013.
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According to the IEC, women constituted 44% of the total electorates, but
just 32%, that is 716,000, went to the polling stations. In contrast, men con-
stituted 56% of the total electorates, but only 40% that is 775,684 cast their
votes on the day of the election.

With regard to the voter’s age distribution according to the IEC, the 17-30
year-old category was 532,157 electorates; the 31-40 year-old category was
14,052; the 41-50 year-old category was 146-104; the 51-60 year-old catego-
ry was 304,021; and the 61-70 year-old category was 200,456.

Statistics show that in spite of the rise in the number of women candidates
and their actual seats, men are still more interested in election and politics.

According to experts in women’s issues, females continue to face restrictions
on their freedoms in terms of balloting, abstaining or voting for a certain can-
didate. All this has lead to low motivations.

As for turnout, it was 23.3% in Amman, 42.6% in Irbid and 25.1% in Zarqa.
This is in contrast to the average 55.6% turn out registered in other gover-
norates. The highest however, was in South Badia at 68.4%, while the lowest
was in Amman’s 3" constituency (19.2%).

Although the electorates of Amman, Irbid and Zarga are higher, their turn out
is lower than other governorates — a phenomenon also witnessed in previous
elections. This is in spite of the fact that the “big three” have the best edu-
cation opportunities, including most public and private universities, form the
centre of most political activities and host most of the private sector activity,
in contrast with the other governorates and constituencies, where most peo-
ple are employed in the public sector. The big three are distinguished by their
demographic diversity, of having Jordanians of all origins and were the tribe
has less influence as counteracted by other political affiliations.

It is true that the low percentages of some constituencies do not affect the
legitimacy and constitutionality of Parliament, for it is merely sufficient to rec-
ognize that the general elections are held in a legal manner. However, that
would impact the representation of all Jordanians, especially in those constit-
uencies where turnout is low.

This is attributed to a number of factors including the fact these three gov-
ernorates have a smaller share in the Lower House, modest performance

(\v)



of previous Parliaments in the political, legislative, legal and administrative
processes and the weak influence of the tribe.

4.2 Lists

Throughout the kingdom, there were 227 electoral lists but only 103 man-
aged to gain at least 1 seat of the total 130, 1.26 seat for every list.

4. 3. Parties

Political parties only gained a small share in the 18" Lower House of Parlia-
ment. None of the parties that took part in the election race won a seat. The
only exception was the IAF, it won 10 seats under the NAR who total gain
was 15 seats including 3 for women.

None of the other parties with Islamist reference that announced they were
taking part in the elections won a seat. The same applies to all the leftist and
Arab-nationalist parties. The centre UJF also lost. The Renewal List of the
centre parties’ coalition did win 1 seat in Balga. Also the Civil Movement,
which only fielded candidates in Amman’s 3" constituency, won two seats:
One in general competition and another allocated for Christians.

Overall, results showed Jordanian political parties, except the IAF, were still
too weak to build a popular base and win elections. On the other hand, the
tribe as a social component continues to dominate the election landscape.
Even parties that fielded their own candidates, attempted to choose those
with a tribal backing to make sure they would win. It meant also excluding
other more competent candidates.

According to academics, this is largely because of a number of factors. First,
members of political parties do not have the adequate experience. Second,
formation of some of these parties is associated with their founders, top well-
known personalities, politicians and those that served in public life, mixing
the “boss” with “the group”. Third, there are significant similarities in the
political programs of most parties and there are no detailed agendas to put
forward to the electorates. Fourth, the concept of democracy is absent within
most parties. Fifth, there is the political legacy of the 1957-1989 period, when
partisan activities were prohibited and condemned as ‘anti-state’. Sixth, there
are repercussions of the one-vote system applied for over two decades.
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However, most political parties hold the regime accountable for their weak-
ness. Fu’ad Dabbour, Secretary General of the Jordan Progressive Baath
Party, says the reason why parties are “weak” is because they were excluded
from power.

4.3.1. NAR Results

The NAR won 15 seats, making 11.5% of the Lower House. It obtained
157,802 of the national votes cast, that's 10.57% of the Kingdom’s ballots; it
increased to 15.17% in the constituencies where NAR candidates were field-
ed. Among the 20 lists it had, 10, that’s 50%, managed to win seats. Among
the 118 candidates it put forward, 15, that’'s 12.7% were returned to Parlia-
ment.

The NAR won 60% of the vote in nine out of 15 constituencies. However in
the total 23 constituencies it got 39.1%.

The disparity between the lists’ and candidates’ percentages is attributed to
the election system based on the Open Relative List and the way votes are
calculated by the IEC. In fact, as is seen in the results, it is very difficult for a
list to hold more than one seat.

The NAR won seats in all of Amman’s constituencies, in addition to those of
Zarga’s 1%, Irbid’s 3", Balga and Jerash. On the other hand, it lost in Zarga’s
2" Irbid’s 15t and 4", Madaba, Mafraq and Agaba.

In the NAR lists, three women managed to win, including one by general
competition, making 15% of the women in the Lower House. As the three of
these are IAF members, it is an indicator of the party’s interest in the political
role of women on the leadership and grassroot levels.

Besides, the three candidates fielded for the Chechen and Circassian seats
won the race hands down, getting 100% of the votes cast, including one
member of the IAF. On the other hand, none of the NAR’s Christian candi-
dates could get enough votes to enter parliament.

In general, NAR MP’s constituted the largest bloc in the Lower House that
took shape after the results. The NAR already stated it will not to ally itself
with other blocs or MP’s in the Lower House.
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4.4 Women

Among the 130-seat Lower House, 20 women, 15.4%, won seats. Fifteen
seats are already allocated to them through the women quota, the other five
won in open competition. This shows the greater chances provided by the
election law.

Thus the 18" Lower House represents the highest percentage ever given
to women, even higher than the 17" Parliament where women only got 18
seats. Furthermore, this house got the highest number of women through
open competition.

45 Former MP’s

Out of 132, 59 former MP’s, 44.7%, who ran in this election were re-elected.
This is much higher than in the 17" Lower House were 34 MPs who stood for
re-election lost their seats. Thus, former MP’s make up 45.4% of the current
legislature, where it was 40% in the 17" Parliament. This maybe attributed to
the re-organization of the seats.

4.6. Independent MP’s

Only a minority of the MPs, 22 at 17% are party affiliated. These are NAR
members, in addition to those who did not run on a partisanship basis —
thought to be seven MP’s — although it is not easy to give an exact number
because some candidates preferred to announce their affiliations. Therefore
it can be said that 83% of the MP’s run as independents.

Based on experience, independent MP’s form coalitions that are often inco-
herent. These blocs show their power when significant decisions are made,
such as electing the speaker of the Lower House, his assistants and per-
manent committees’ members, as well as giving the government the vote

of confidence. This sets the scene for making sure government legislations
especially related to the general budget and other hard economic issues like
raising prices, taxes and foreign policy are passed.

5. Impact of Results of Political Scene

As mentioned earlier, former MP’s form 44.7% of the Lower House, includ-
ing 83% as independents and 17% as NAR members and of other political
affiliations.

(V)



5.1. Partisan Landscape

The results show obvious weakness of most parties, which hardly al-
lows the composition of the new Parliament leverage for partisan ac-
tion.

Such powerlessness emanate from the fact that many voters just don’t be-
lieve in these parties or that many have not heard of them. Moreover there is
a continuing “fear” of political parties despite the end of the martial law era in
1989.

Another indicator of the fragility of these parties lies in the fact they are still
unable to form lists with their own names and identities. Instead, some parti-
san candidates, in this election and previous ones, ran on lists based on trib-
al and geographical foundations without announcing their political affiliation.

Consequently, unless these parties exert greater effort to improve their per-
formance, attract new members and convince the people of their programs
and significance, their absence from Parliament will further lead to their
political exclusion and weaken their popularity. As well, they need to unify
their efforts in the form of building alliances, while Parliament has to provide
a suitable legal context for better political arties.

5.2. Parliamentary Government

The election results, including the last one, do not promote the formation of

governments on a partisanship basis. The concept is about a majority coali-
tion in Parliament, which has not taken shape. There are no political parties,
developed on political programs, to attract the popular vote. Jordan stills ap-
pears to be far long way off from having parliamentary governments, at least
as far as this Parliament is concerned.

Regional and International Landscape

Despite the former parliaments’ interest in regional issues, like those
of Palestine and later Syria, their influence was limited on the state’s
foreign policy.

In statutory terms the Lower House cannot make any political decision which
is part of the domain of the executive authority. However, it can pressure the
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government, using the confidence vote and ministers’ interpellation.

The government uses the Lower House’s incongruity and weak opposition
to follow its own policies on regional and international issues. With the high
number of independent MP’s, the impact of the Lower House on the state’s
foreign policy is expected to be limited. However, NAR members may con-
stitute a variable that would exert pressure on the government to alter some
official regional and international stands.

6. Recommendations

6.1. A national commission of legal and political experts need to be formed to
investigate the election law and make recommendations in light of the recent
process. When better representative Parliaments are found and partisan life
is empowered, democracy and reform can be consolidated to secure genu-
ine stability, security, national unity and societal partnership which would lead
to the progress of the kingdom.

6.2. In general, the IEC’s efforts in the latest general election are valued.
There were no major obstacles, except in some cases. For instance, com-
plaints were made against “political money” which applicants said they re-
ported at the time. Another was the IEC delay of announcing the preliminary
results without providing good reasons, confusing the candidates and the
public. Another one was the theft of the Central Badia ballot boxes, which
represented an unprecedented serious mistake. The IEC needs to take heed
so these incidents would not be repeated in the future and in the upcoming
local elections.

6.3. The IEC website — election’s official source — was slow to update, acting
after the other forms of media communications which published the detailed

statements made by IEC officials. If it intends to present itself as the source

of power and reliability for the election results it needs to take serious steps

to solve these problems.

6.4. The low turnout in the major cities of Amman, Irbid and Zarqa in contrast
with other areas, should force the IEC to look into the issue further to try to
find ways of reversing it. Recommendations need to be made to encourage
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greater number of voters to practice their constitutional right. In fact, their
reservations of not going to the polls needs to be tackled in cooperation with
the new government and the Lower House of Parliament.

6.5. Except for the IAF, the parties that lost in the last election are facing
significant challenges. They need to unite their efforts and strive to set a
suitable formula to develop and expand their grassroots. They could find
good leverage if the opposition parties meet in one bloc, those of the centre
in another and perhaps a third alliance. They could also cooperate in national
and pan-Arab action to establish a common interest in light of the differences
in political and intellectual attitudes to other issues. This is the typical case in
coalitions between states and parties all over the world.

6.6. As for the legislature itself, it is facing a challenge to present a model

of professional and democratic performance to change the citizens’ stereo-
type prevailing over past houses of parliament. That would help much in
re-building the confidence lost in MPs because the great majority in the past
had given “carte-blanche” approvals to governments and their political and
economic policies. This is not to say anything about the quarrels seen under
the dome, especially in the previous Lower House session and over the past
years.

6.7. Finally, the Jordan political system — and government — should adopt
the royal directives and documents to truly advance the Kingdom'’s politics
and democracy and create a genuine partnership between the executive and
legislative authorities to build a model for joint national action. This way, the
youth and other important sectors in society would have greater confidence
in serving the homeland away from exclusion and accusations — which do
not build nor reinforce a nation.
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