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 ا خلفياتهالأزمة و بيئة أولًا: 
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 ثانياً: تداعيات الأزمة 
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 سيناريوهات المستقبلثالثاً: 
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 على المدى البعيد  الأزمة  تصور حل  رابعاً: 
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 خامساً: التوصيات
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Executive Summary 

Gulf Crisis 2017 
The Other Dimension 

 

The Gulf crisis, which broke out in June 2017, forms one of the most critical of 

crises seen in the Arab region. Because it’s implications and consequences, the MESC 

Arab Crises Team (ACT) is allocating this issue and reports on its great dangers. At first 

it starts with the environment and background of the crisis. Then it provides a summary 

of its consequences and then draws out possible scenarios. In the light of this, bases are 

formed for long-term solution and finally, recommendations are offered to the concerned 

parties.  

The report focuses on the “other dimension” of the Gulf crisis, meaning its 

dangerous consequences to the Gulf Cooperation Council, its people, Arab national 

security and Palestinian issue. The report narrates the crisis emanating from its sources 

and parties without intervention or subjectivity and draws forward a concrete permanent 

solution to the crisis to make sure it doesn’t reoccur in the future.  

The Gulf crisis comes at a stage when the Arab region is suffering from a series of 

happenings that led to the spread of chaos and armed struggles in more than one Arab 

country like Iraq, Syria, Yemen and Libya. These contributed to weakening the 

framework of joint Arab action resulting in dangers to Arab national security.  

Of the regional and international stands many parties called for the crisis to be 

resolved through dialogue and peaceful means, adding their support to Kuwaiti 

mediation. European foreign ministers as well as regional countries visited the countries 

involved in the crisis to bring their different views closer together and stop the escalation. 

While the Arab stands differed, the Americans were hesitant and opportunistic in the light 

of the deals signed in the billions of dollars with the different parties to the crisis.  

The current crisis is listed in a new context in the Gulf, focusing on foreign 

policies and competition on regional roles. It’s different from previous crisis which 

mostly focused on territorial borders.  

As to its consequences, this crisis is causing the hemorrhaging of Arab and Gulf 

powers in confronting the greater regional challenges in the light of the chaotic situation 

this area is living in. The crisis may form an important “entry point” for pivotal changes 

in the form of strategic alliances with the emergence of Arab axis powers and all dangers 

such would entail with the weakness of the Arab stand vis-à-vis other non-Arab regional 
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powers.  

As to the future course of the crisis, the report draws out three expected scenarios, 

the first of which is a breakthrough and reconciliation including ending the crisis and 

putting a stop to the reciprocal actions taken by the parties in the past period. Second, 

escalation and aggravation and further steps in spiraling the crisis and leading to more 

complication. The third and last scenario is the continuation of the present status quo of 

stalemate and split between the parties and the absence of mechanisms for dialogue and 

transforming the crisis into a greater long-term conflict.  

In light of the existing situation, the three scenarios remain open and it would be 

difficult to exclude anyone at the expense of the other. However, it can be argued the 

crisis may, in the short-term remain between the current stalemate scenario and inertia 

and in the direction towards reconciliation and possible “exiting” out of the crisis. 

Different factors are at play including the extent of the flexibility of the parties, their wish 

to end the crisis, dynamic efforts of the reconciliation process and the international stands 

to identify a future course to the crisis for the short-term.  

According to the report the real solution to the crisis demands the existence of a 

number of bases the most important of which is the solution be a Gulf and Arab one and 

preserve the independence and sovereignty of all states. This is in addition to crystallizing 

a project to collectively confront the joint challenges –through drawing joint policies to 

communicating jointly, clearly and seriously– terror groups that are against Arab interests 

whilst refusing to push the Palestinian issue with internal differences and the preservation 

of one Arab stands against the Israeli occupation.  

The ACT team then provides a summary of a group of recommendations to stop 

the crisis from spiraling and to contain its negative effects, the most prominent of which: 

Protection of the understandings, values and policies related to joint collective Arab 

interests and the making sure the security of the GCC continues to depend on the security 

of each country within the council. This is in addition to the fact there must be the 

realization the difference is primarily political and not ideological, religious or 

nationalistic. Thus, all forms of provocations must stop including escalation, mud-

slinging, and the initiative by the parties involved to undertake steps of a humanitarian 

nature alleviating the sufferings of people. What should also happen is supporting 

Kuwaiti mediation efforts and activation to solve the crisis between the brothers and 

provide a “roundtable dialogue” – mid-level – under Kuwaiti patronage to discuss ways 

to exit from the crisis with the minimum of losses for each party. The last 

recommendation is to encourage the Palestinian factions to distance themselves from 
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entry into the Arab-Arab fray and pulling them into the “axis struggles” which will affect 

the Palestinian issue negatively and have a deleterious effect on Arab security. 


