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Impact of Regional and International Intervention in Syria on the Arab World in Light 

of Direct Russian Military Presence 

 

Executive Summary 

 

The direct Russian military intervention, which started in September 2015, constituted 

a turning point in the international involvement in Syrian crisis. After it was mainly regional, 

the door of internationalization to the conflict was opened. Moscow decided to stand in 

favour of the regime against the armed opposition on the pretext of fighting ISIS. Later on, 

the announcement of most of the Russian troops' withdrawal from the country on March 14, 

2016 marked a new stage for political talks between the Syrian parties under US-Russian 

auspices. Here, the Arab Crisis Team (ACT) presents a report on the Impact of Regional 

and International Intervention in Syria on the Arab World. The discussion begins with 

the crisis and the Russian intervention dimensions. It looks into the motives of the conflict 

and their effect on the country and Arab World as well as the likely scenarios. Finally, a 

number of recommendations are made to those concerned at the international, regional, Arab 

and Syrian levels. 

At the outset, it is noted that the civil war parties receive foreign support. The regime 

is publically sponsored by Iran and other allies. On other hand, the opposition groups enjoy 

unannounced support from Turkey and some Arabian Gulf states in different ways. 

Developments on the ground imposed the form of interference, until it reached military 

intervention by Tehran, Hezbollah and Moscow in the favour of the regime and quality 

armament in favour of the opposition. 

The Russian presence is the most influential factor, relating to seven dimensions. First, 

the move springs from a Russian strategy of infiltrating the US and EU's 'new containment 

policy', which Moscow sees growing with systematic procedures in the wake of the Ukraine 

issue and the annexation of Crimea. Second, the Tartus base has an extremely strategic 

significance, the last of its kind for Russia on the Mediterranean. Third, Moscow has a 

strategic need to be next to Turkey – a NATO member. Fourth, the Syrian Army shall restore 

its initial balance and shall be enabled to make some progress and enjoy some superiority. 

Fifth, a new Russian military doctrine was adopted in 2014 and was reinforced with major 

development and armament, which cost about $300 million. Sixth, Israel and its military 

stands on the strong marine and air presence in Syria need to be explored. Seventh, there are 

Russian economic interests in the country. 
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The report also lists the motives of the Syrian crisis, such as: the continued fight and 

chaos; failure of attempts for political solutions; regional and international parties' interests; 

Arab weakness and division; growing sectarian and racial factor; international concern of the 

impact on Israel's security; and strong presence of extremist groups as a major party. 

There are a number of repercussions to the country and the region. Among these is 

that the regional and international interventions escalated the state of chaos and instability in 

the Middle East. As the conflict got complicated, Syria became a battlefield for regional and 

international disputes. The Arab divisions increased, along with further fickleness of 

alliances and mounting sectarian polarization. In addition, the rising Russian political and 

military presence complicated foreign interventions, radicalism and cultural contradictions, 

providing extremist groups with a justification for their discourse and the mobilization of 

their attitudes. Finally, the issue led to the influx of Syrian refugees to neighbouring Turkey, 

Lebanon and Jordan and, recently, to European countries. 

According to the report, four scenarios are predicted for the Syrian crisis. The first is a 

regional and international understanding leading to a political settlement. The second is an 

international understanding on dividing the country. The third is the slide into regional and 

international confrontations on the ground. The fourth is Syria's turn to an attrition field for 

the regional and international conflict parties. Political settlement is the best, the less costly 

for all parties and the most beneficial for the Syrian people's interests, Syrian State's 

sovereignty and region's stability. 

The main recommendations were as follows: 

 Calling on the international community and regional parties to push for a political 

settlement  

 Calling for dealing with the dilemma in an inclusive manner, rather than limiting the 

issue to terrorism, taking into consideration the political, intellectual, economic and 

humanitarian causes 

 Calling on the regime and opposition to respond to the political solution 

 Pushing for deep discussions between Arab elites, especially Arab nationalists and 

Islamists, in a bid to find a way out of polarization, agree on the standards for Syrian 

and Arab interests and put an end to killing, expulsion and instability, and 

 Calling on the Arab think tanks to conduct deep research on the Syrian crisis 

scenarios, mainly those related to the political settlement, its persistence conditions, 

halt of the civil war and Syria's post-reconciliation shape and effectiveness. 


